
 
FORM “A” 

TO BE COMPLETED BY ANYONE 
WISHING TO ADDRESS COUNCIL OR COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL 

No decision will be made at the same meeting as your presentation. 
 
Names of individuals making the presentation: 
 
Colin MacDonald 
 
Points to be made: 
 
Sharing information and creating awareness about: the province’s geographic naming program and 
process; review of current applications regarding derogatory names in Barrington District; and 
upcoming steps to rename geographic features in Barrington District. 
 
Purpose and any requests that may be forthcoming from the presentation: 
 
The purpose of the penetration is primarily awareness so that Council members are in a position to 
respond to potential questions from constituents. 
 
Please attach a copy of your written or power point presentation.  
 
Not available yet (September 15, 2020) but I will share as soon as available. 
 
Will your presentation be made in person or virtually? Prefer virtual, however if the meeting is in person 
I can be on site 
      
Time requested for presentation:                       15 minutes________       30 minutes  X 

 
______________________________ 

                                                                                                            Signature 
Print Name: Colin MacDonald 
Mailing Address: 9th Floor – 5161 George St, PO Box 72, Halifax, NS,  B3J 2L4 
Phone Number: 902-483-1628 
E-mail address: colin.w.macdonald@novascotia.ca 
 
        Will you require a projector and computer for your presentation? Yes, if in person 
 
NOTE: Individuals or groups making presentations are required to address their comments    
             and questions to the Chair of the Meeting only.   
 
Form “A” must be returned at least 7 days in advance of the Meeting you wish to attend. 



Derogatory Geographic Names in 
Barrington District
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Overview of Process Name Change
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Municipal Involvement

Discussions/Questions



Geographic Naming in Nova Scotia

• 1000’s years? Aboriginal people named places

• 1897 Canada recognized need for standards in
naming places & features; national board
created (Geographic Board of Canada )

• 1961 National committee transferred naming
authority and responsibility to Provinces

• 2000 Board renamed Geographical Names Board of
Canada (GNBC)



What is a Geographic Name?

• People commonly use a geographic name to refer to a 
place, landform or water feature

- Annapolis Royal, Annapolis Valley, Annapolis River 

• Application of names to places & geographic features is 
known as the field of Toponomy



What is a Geographic Name?

• Characteristics:

- spelling - location - language

- pronunciation - extent - alphabet

- classification - status - meaning



Website (https://geonova.novascotia.ca/place-names)

https://geonova.novascotia.ca/place-names


Guiding Principles

https://geonova.novascotia.ca/sites/default/files/2011_gnbc_guidelines.pdf


So What is the Process?

• Application

- Review guidelines with Applicant (Applicant & Geo 
Names Team)

- Submit application for a geographic name (Applicant)

- Review application for completeness and conduct 
research (Geo Names Team)

- Approve / Reject application to proceed (Geo Names 
Team)



So What is the Process?
• Engagement

- Involve the residents for support of application using a survey 
(Applicant & Geo Names Team). 

- Secure local government support for proposed name through a 
Motion in Council (Applicant).

- Secure MLA support for proposed name with a letter (Applicant)

- Note: Involving residents, municipalities, and MLA is not 
Approval, it gathers support and helps inform the decision for a 
proposed name(s)

** Optional Process: public engagement and collection of 
candidate names. Community then selects proposed name 
from list. Includes feedback on how the public input 
influenced the decision.



So What is the Process?

• Proposal and Decision

- Submit complete package for the geographic name 
(Applicant)

- Approve / Reject proposal for geographic name (Geo 
Names Team)

- Executive Briefing and update GIS database and maps 
(Geo Names Team)



Principle 7.3:

Discriminatory or derogatory names (as applied to 
populated places and geographical features) are those 
perceived, at a given point in time, to be offensive, 
demeaning or harmful to the reputation of individuals or to 
social, ethnic, religious or other groups. It is recognized that 
the perception of “discriminatory” or “derogatory” may vary 
through time and from place to place. In response to 
requests from the public, the appropriate status of any 
names deemed to be discriminatory or derogatory will be 
investigated.



Geographic Names in Barrington

https://nsgi.novascotia.ca/geonames/?cgndb_key=CAGDT


Community Boundaries

https://nsgi.novascotia.ca/civic-address-finder/


Geographic Names in Barrington

• December 2016 – original application to rename 4 existing 
geographic names, citing principle 7.3

• The applications referenced: Negro Harbour, Cape Negro 
(community), Cape Negro Island

- 2 additional names to be added Cape Negro (the point) 
and Cape Negro Island (community)

• Several delays (applicant out of province, issues with names 
proposed, internal resource shortages, common date for 
public engagement)

• Technically, the application has not been approved to proceed



Next Step - Community Engagement

• Engage citizens to create awareness of geographic 
naming and current derogatory names

• Working with the Black Loyalist Heritage Centre in 
Birchtown as the venue

• Proposed dates are October 20th and 21st, from 4 – 8pm 
on each day

• Encourage citizens to suggest new names for the 
geographic features

• Public Health protocols to be followed.



Proposed Timeline

• September 21st & 28th: Meet with District councils in 
Barrington and Shelburne.  At that time, we will lay out 
the proposed public engagement plan for feedback.

• October 20th / 21st: public open houses to share 
information about geographic naming, derogatory 
names, and to seek names to replace the current 
derogatory names. 

• November / December: Survey to residents asking them 
to vote for their preferred names (as collected from the 
open house).



Proposed Timeline

• December / January: request support for proposed 
names from: Shelburne and Barrington District councils, 
provincial MLA.

• January: Brief our Minister and approve geographic name 
changes

• January / February: Formally adopt and communicate 
name changes.



Q &A / Briefing Package

• Slides from this this presentation will be made available

• We will prepare a briefing or FAQ package based upon 
this presentation and questions / conversations that arise

- Will be made available within 1 week

• Review of Municipal Input

– A motion from Barrington Council on whether to support 
(not approval) the new geographic names

– We may request assistance from the municipality to mail 
out the survey



Discussion/Questions

19


